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Dainippon and Kyor in have formed an al l iance for  Aldose Reductase Inhibi tor  
 
 --- Dainippon Pharmaceut ical  Co.,  Ltd.  (President:  Kenj i ro Miyatake) and Kyor in 
Pharmaceut ical  Co.,  Ltd.  (President:  Ikuo Ogihara) jo int ly announced today that they  
s igned a pre l iminary agreement  re lated to AS-3201,  an or ig inal  a ldose reductase 
inhibi tor from Dainippon to treat diabet ic complicat ions. 
Under the terms of  the agreement,  Dain ippon and Kyor in a im to jo int ly  develop AS-3201 ,  
with the intent to co-mark et the agent wi thin Japan. 
 
“A S-3201” prevents sorbi tol  accumulat ion in cel ls by inhibi t ing aldose reductase, and is 
thus expected to be effect ive in the remedy of diabet ic neuropathy, a diabet ic 
complicat ion. 
 
Dainippon intends to posi t ion AS -3201 together wi th AJ-9677,  another  Dain ippon 
compound for the t reatment of  d iabetes,  as an integral  part  of  i ts  global  business 
strategy.  AS-3201 is al ready under development by Dainippon and is at  the Phase I Ia 
stage in the U.S.A. and Canada.  
 
Based on i ts f ranchis e  management  strategy,  Kyor in is  cont inuing to focus i ts  R&D 
activit ies in three target areas — with metabol ic  d iseases being included as one of  those 
target areas.  Kyor in expects that through this prel iminary agreement they wi l l  fur ther 
enhance the i r  R&D pipel ines. 
 
Dainippon and Kyorin wi l l  start  the jo int  development immediately af ter concluding the 
co-development agreement,  which wi l l  be completed based on the results f rom the 
ongoing Phase I Ia study.  


